
His election spurred 

many to give time and 

money to  social causes.

By DAVID CHANEN  
david.chanen@startribune.com

President Donald Trump’s elec-
tion and his first two weeks in office 
have become both cash cow and 
membership catalyst for social activ-
ism groups across the Twin Cities.

No matter what side of an issue 
the group promotes, leaders say each 
Trump executive order or threat to 
a segment of the population brings 
huge donations, a spike in mem-
bership and volunteers and greater 
attendance at events and rallies.

For some organizations, the num-
bers have reached historic levels. 
Since November, the membership of 
Minnesota’s American Civil Liberties 
Union has nearly tripled from 5,760 to 
15,960. A man who has donated more 
than $20,000 to the ACLU said in jest 
that Trump was going to make him 

broke because “he will probably do 
something next month to make me 
give more money.”

“It’s boggling my mind,” said 
Chuck Samuelson , who has been the 
state ACLU’s executive director for 21 

years. “People are walking into the 
office and giving money, which has 
never happened before. It’s crazy in 
a good way, but the amount of work 
we have to do is staggering.”

Last weekend alone, the national 

ACLU received more than $24 million 
in online donations from 356,306 peo-
ple. Big names in Hollywood and the 
music world made large donations to 
the ACLU and publicly pleaded for 
people to give. Even ride-sharing 
company Lyft pledged $1 million.

Groups that don’t solicit donations 
have experienced renewed interest in 
their agendas. The Minnesota Cath-
olic Conference, the public policy 
voice of the Catholic Church in Min-
nesota, is hosting an event at the State 
Capitol next month to allow people 
an opportunity and venue to engage 
in issues in a positive, proactive way.

“This is instead of feeling like they 
are powerless and that other forces 
beyond their control are shaping 
the discussion,” said Jason Adkins , 
the conference’s executive director. 
“People want an entry point to par-
ticipate in a principled, not partisan, 
way and we are providing that.”

The Council on American-Islamic 
Relations-Minnesota (CAIR-MN) 
had already planned to grow its 
public awareness campaign before 

Trump is a cash cow for activism

T H E  D R I V E   
T I M  H A R L O W

The speed limit on County 
Road 81 — also known as Bottin-
eau Boulevard — between Bass 
Lake Road in Crystal and Interstate 
94 in Brooklyn Park was 55 miles 
per hour on both sides of the road 
until last summer, when Henne-
pin County started a reconstruc-
tion project on the northern end 
of that segment.

During construction, north-
bound traffic in that area was 
reduced from three lanes to two 
— and sometimes one — and the 
speed limit was dropped to 45 mph. 
When the cones and barrels were 
picked up last fall, the speed limit 
on the northbound side remained 
at 45 mph even though the south-
bound side is posted at 55 mph. 
That’s surprised a few motorists.

Drive reader David thought it 
was odd that one side of the road 
would be posted with one speed 
limit while the other side had a 
different speed limit. Is it possible 
that the 45 mph sign was a left over 
from construction? he asked. 

The Drive posed the question 
to Colin Cox,  the county’s senior 
communications specialist for 
transportation. He said that “it’s 
not unusual to have  two different 
speeds for northbound vs. south-
bound traffic in an area.”

In this case, the speed limit is 
lower on the northbound side 
because of construction that is 
occurring in the area of Interstate 
94, which is about a half-mile north 
of 63rd Avenue.

Last year the county installed 
a noise wall on the east side of 
Bottineau between 63rd Avenue 
N. and I-94 and put in the lower 
speed limit to slow down north-
bound motorists before they hit 
the construction zone. Since the 
construction was primarily on the 
east side of County Road 81, the 
speed limit for southbound motor-
ists was left at 55 mph.

Construction is on hiatus for 
the winter, but come this spring, 
work on adding lanes, improving 
access and connections to side 
streets and frontage roads, put-
ting in crosswalks and new traffic 
signals, and improved stormwater 
systems will resume. Most of the 
work will be  between I-94 and W . 
Broadway and again will impact 
northbound traffic more than 
southbound traffic. Therefore the 
county left the speed limit as 45 
mph over the winter.

Nothing certain
When construction is com-

plete  later this year, it is possible 
the speed limit on the northbound 
side will be reposted to the former 
55 mph — but that is not a certainty, 
he said. 

Even without construction, 
speed limits can vary from one 
side of a road to the other. In the 
case of Bottineau, railroad tracks 
run parallel to the road on the west 
side. On the east, there is a front-
age road and there are a handful 
of points where traffic enters and 
leaves the highway.

Cox said those types of charac-
teristics, along with variables such 
as traffic volume, differing traffic 
movements, whether there is a 
school or big attraction on one side 
of the road, and whether there is a 
center median or not can influence 
whether a speed limit is higher or 
lower .

Drivers should not assume that 
both sides of a road are posted with 
the same speed limit, Cox said. He 
said drivers should think of each 
side as if it were a separate road-
way, and of course, “pay attention 
to the signs.”

Cox also recommended that 
drivers who rely on navigation 
apps to follow the speed limit 
should keep them updated. If 
they don’t and speeds change, 
they could find themselves going 
too fast.

Follow news about traffic and 
commuting at The Drive on 
startribune.com. Got traffic or 

transportation questions, or story ideas? 
E-mail drive@startribune.com, tweet @
stribdrive or call Tim Harlow at 612-673-7768.

Speeds can 
differ on 
other side 
of the road
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Gerard Roy bilked Minneapolis, 

Met Council and other entities 

out of at least $3M in contracts. 

By PAUL WALSH  
paul.walsh@startribune.com

A Prior Lake man with a long rap 
sheet was sentenced to prison for 
nearly seven years for fraudulently 
obtaining at least $3 million in gov-
ernment construction contracts and 
costing those who did business with 
him many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars.

Gerard L. Roy, 55, was sentenced 
Thursday in federal court in Minne-
apolis on convictions for mail fraud 
and money laundering. Once his 
prison time is complete, Roy will be 
on supervised release for three years. 
He’ll also have to make restitution in 

an amount  yet to be 
determined.

The prosecution 
contended that Roy 
used a significant por-
tion of the money he 
stole for his own pur-
poses, including mak-

ing house payments, buying personal 
watercraft and snowmobiles, gold 
coins, a Corvette and a Jaguar, and 
transferring money into a personal 
bank account.

Roy “created fraudulent insurance 
documents to win construction bids, 
unfairly taking business away from 
honest contractors,” Minnesota Com-
merce Commissioner Mike Rothman  
said in a statement released  after 
sentencing. “He then victimized his 
clients and subcontractors by leav-
ing behind unfinished projects and 

Prior Lake contractor convicted 
of fraud gets almost seven years

Roy
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That’s the annual Art Shanty Projects on White Bear Lake, open 

every weekend in February (weather permitting). Above, artist Tony 

Chapin dressed like a  teddy bear, bringing attention to the Slumber 

Party Shanty, where kids had to get past the monster under the bed 

and make it upstairs to where the slumber party took place. At right, 

visitors like Carys Lloyd, 6, called on host Cole Sarar in the Birdhouse 

of Arthur J.E. Wren, a shanty by Simon Sutherland. Other shanties 

include Air Hockey on Ice, Chef Shanty and the Ghost Shanty. 

Sparkling ideas in little 
houses on a frozen lake 

See FRAUD on A10 Ø

See ACLU on A10 Ø
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** Nov. 8, 2016-Feb. 1, 2017. The national ACLU office is still uploading donations
    and memberships to its database from Jan. 27-Feb. 1, 2017.

RISE OF THE ACTIVISTS
The American Civil Liberties Union' s memberships in 
Minnesota have risen 177 percent since the 2016
presidental election.
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RISE OF THE ACTIVISTS
Membership in the American Civil Liberties Union in 
Minnesota has risen 177 percent since the presidential 
election in November.

Owner of UPS Store finds rightful recipient of mementos.

By ERIN ADLER  
erin.adler@startribune.com

As the owner of a UPS Store, 
 Randy Holst naturally  values the 
safe delivery of packages from 
point A to point B. But he’s more 
persistent — and sentimental — 
than some people might be.

In January, after spending four 
years of searching for its rightful 
owner, Holst finally  succeeded in 
delivering a lost box to a Georgia 
man.

The package was returned to 
Holst’s Golden Valley store two 
years ago after several attempts 
to deliver it failed. When Holst 
finally opened it, he saw a framed 
military funeral flag with spent 

shell casings, other military mem-
orabilia, a funeral registry book, 
newspaper clippings, drawings, 
even a game of Scrabble.

“You wouldn’t toss a memory 
like that,” Holst said. “I can’t 
imagine anyone would.”

He knew it had to be impor-
tant to someone, so he called 
the Veteran’s Administration. 
When  that agency couldn’t help, 
he started searching the internet 
for people with names similar to 
 Carl Burnett Burchell,  a veteran 
whose name was on several items 
in the box.

Holst sent more than 40 Face-
book messages, he said. Most 
went unanswered.

Persistence pays off when 
long-lost package gets home
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